2026 Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Guide: Team Overview
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The Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Team is comprised of approximately 15 senior regulatory
veterinarians from North America as well as international jurisdictions represented at the
championships. Each of these team members brings extensive racetrack experience as part of
our team.
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The purpose of this team is to complement and support regulatory veterinarians from the host
jurisdiction, ensuring that it is a sufficient number of qualified veterinarians to adequately
monitor the large number of horses in the world championships.
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By taking a collaborative team approach to evaluating fitness to race, we're able to share
professional insights on each horse's condition, discuss findings, and ensure collaborative and
well-informed decision-making.
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We begin veterinary examinations early for two reasons.
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First, we pre-screen potential entrance prior to shipping to the World Championships with
the goal of identifying potential at risk horses before they ship, helping to avoid unnecessary
expense and undue stress on the horse.
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Second, if a minor issue is detected, connections have the opportunity to treat and resolve



that issue prior to the World Championships.
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Our intent is that every horse aiming for the World Championships can safely compete.
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Through collaborative consultation and multiple professional opinions, we can provide the
most accurate assessments possible, always prioritizing the safety and the welfare of the horse.
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To learn more about the Breeders Cup veterinary team, please refer to the Veterinary Guide
available at members.breederscup.com.
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